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justification to those who claim for him a separate and sove-
reign place.

The enormous mass of the sun at once proclaims his
supremacy. The sun is sufficiently vast to receive everything
which could come to him from all the other planets. He
surpasses in volume the united size of all the celestial bodies
which revolve around him. He is six hundred times larger
than the entire assemblage of the planets with their satellites,
of the asteroids and the comets which compose what is called
the solar world; that is to say, the world of which we form
a part. The proportion in which the sun exceeds the earth
in volume is, then, necessarily enormous; since he is larger
than all the other stars put together. He is one million three
" hundred thousand times larger than our globe.

It is only by drawing that we can give an exact idea oJ
the comparative sizes of the sun and the other planets. The
reader will find in the accompanying illustration (Fig. 1) a
figure which exactly represents the comparative dimensions
of the sun, and the largest planets of our world. The earth,
represented by a dot, gives an idea of what Mars, Mercury,
and Venus, which are smaller than the earth, must be.

It takes three years to circumnavigate the earth. To cir-
cumnavigate the solar globe, under similar conditions, would
take three hundred years. If human life be not more pro-
longed in the sun than on the earth, an existence would not
suffice to enable a traveller to become acquainted with the
surface of the globe he inhabits.

Weight is thirty times more intense on the suriace of the